Tillandsia ‘Verraco’ Ehlers and Willinger Not to be Published but treated as a natural hybrid (fasciculata x ?)

Plant stemless, flowering 40-60cm high, making a wide 40-65 cm diam large rosette with relatively few leaves.

Leaves to 40cm long, leathery, thick, hard and brittle, dark green or reddish, dense appressed scaled.

Sheath distinct, 9-11cm long, 4-5cm wide, oval, arched, inside dark brown, outside light brown, green towards the top, both sides brownish appressed scaled.

Blade 2-3cm wide next to sheath, to 30cm long, narrow triangular, strongly bent towards the outside, tapering to a long tapering tip, the edges bent into a long groove with an indistinct asymmetric middle keel, both sides dark green, small appressed lepidote, therefore seemingly grey green.

Scape mostly erect or bent, strong, shorter than the leaf rosette, covered imbricately by a few inner rossette leaves and scape bracts.

Scape bracts leaflike, the upper ones to 15cm long, strongly lepidote and like the lower primary bracts.

Inflorescence as long as the leaf rosette, erect or bent over, 18-25cm long, 10-15cm wide, bipinnate, with 11-17 becoming erect or bent outwards ( spreading to an angle of 30 - 50º) densely arranged spikes (internodes ca 1cm), the flat side towards the stem, red, glabrous, the inflorescence axis grooved and hardly visible.

Primary bracts exceed the bottom spikes, the sheaths ¼ to 1/3 as long as the spikes, the sheath elliptic arched, covering the bottom of the spike, red, densely lepidote, the blades of the lower spikes with to 18cm long narrow triangular, beconig erect blade, the upper ones have very short tips.

Spike 5-12cm long, 1.5-2cm wide, lancelike linear, complanate, with 1-2cm long, to 8mm wide, oval stem. 12-23 sessile, scentless, flowers and mostly 2 sterile ones at base.

Rhachis flat, edged, smooth, flexible, glabrous, not visible.

Floral bract densely imbricate, internodes 5-9mm, 1.4-1.7cm long, 8-12mm wide, oval, acute, the bottom ones hooked, the tip keeled, thin leathery, inside nerved with large punctulate lepidote, outside green with red edges, or red, shiny, almost glabrous (fine punctulate lepidote).

Sepal as long as the bract, 4-5mm wide, lanceolate acuminate, thin leathery, the posterior strongly keeled and connate for 1/3 height, glabrous, light green with red tip.

Petal 3-3.3cm long, spatulate, the upper part 6mm wide and lilac, narrowing to 4mm at base, 8-10mm from base white, forming an erect tube, the throat continuous, the tip very small and bent outwards

Stamens exceed the flower, Filament in 2 unequally long rows, to 3.5cm long, in the upper part 0.8mm wide, oval, lilac, narrowing to ribbonlike below and becoming white, Anthers 2.5mm long, ).9mm wide, elliptic, yellow, versatilely joined ¼ from the base. Pollen egg yellow. Style 3cm long, thin, white, upper 8mm lilac, Stigma 2mm long, 2mm wide, lobes spreading not twisted, papillose, white. (Type I Brown and Gilmartin)

Ovary 8mm high, 2.2mm wide, 3angled-cylindric, light green, seed capsule 2cm long.

Type WU

Habitat Cuba, between Daiquiri and Guatanamo, leg Lydia and Gerhard Kohres

Differs from T. fasciculata Swartz  in

Leaves fewer

Sheath inflated

Inflorescence longer and more spikes which are sub-linear

Primary bracts much longer with the blades exceeding the spike, the blades longer, pink and dense lepidote

Floral bracts shorter, tip keeled.

Sepal shorter, as long as the floral bract not exceeding, the posterior pair connate for 1/3 instead of high connate

Petal much shorter

