Tillandsia ‘Tojo’ by Derek Butcher Nov 2018
In 1993 Len Colgan of Adelaide, circumnavigated Bolivia looking mainly for Tillandsias. He collected Colgan #5 near Tojo which is near Yunchara. It was not in flower but because T. yuncharaensis had already been published it seemed logic to link this collection with this taxon. He gave a piece to Eric Gouda when he was in Australia as a guest speaker at the Illawarra Conference. In 2001 it flowered  in the Netherlands. Eric wrote up a description and did a differential, comparing it with T. yuncharaensis. but did nothing further. Len had given me a piece of Colgan #5 but my plant did not want to flower. In the intervening years Len gave away pieces to several tillandsia enthusiasts.  In November 2018 Julie Batty in Adelaide got hers to flower and took photos. The flower was white and the petals had the shape of T. xiphioides but with blue edges and a few scattered blue spots elsewhere. AND it was scented too.  For such a stunning flower it seemed a shame to call it Tillandsia cf yuncharaensis and unrecorded. Was it a natural hybrid or a new species?  Is it still found in the wild? We do not know but we do know it is in cultivation in the Netherlands and Adelaide. 17 years has elapsed since it first flowered and it has not been described under the ICN rules. It seems prudent to treat it as a Cultivar  ‘Tojo’ to link with where it was found.
It differs from T. yuncharaensis by the plant having leaf sheaths very densely lepidote outside, glabrous inside, purple-red. Blades arching, strongly channeled, 1.4-1.5 cm wide, very densely lepidote, with subappressed scales. Peduncle 4-5 mm in diameter. Peduncle-bracts much exceeding the internodes, purple. Spike strongly complanate, lanceolate, 1.2-1.5 cm wide. Floral-bracts finely nerved, red, or purple. Sepals acute or slightly apiculate. 

Petals with the blade recurving, the blade 1.3 cm wide, bi-colored, creamy with blue margins. 

