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A Journal First. Tillandsia 'Aristocrat', a John Arden Hybrid, is a cross between Tillandsia ionantha and Tillandsia bourgaei. The cross was made in February- March 1979 and produced its first inflorescence in 1997 - almost 18 years later!

The plant is unique in its unusual parentage and also has the distinction of being the subject of the first photographic image transmitted to the Journal electronically. George Allardia forwarded the image and several more of John Arden's hybrids in February 1998. Not only did the plant take a long time to come into bloom, it has also taken a long time to make its appearance in the Journal's pages.

